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which succeeded it in time. So broken indeed and altered
was it that if any one had proposed to apply to this puzzling
old transition or gmrwacke series the same tests by which,
the secondary and tertiary deposits had been brought into
such clear and intelligible order, he would have raised a
smile among his geological friends. Murchison knew of
course no more about these ancient formations than his
neighbours, but he now resolved with his characteristic
energy and enthusiasm to see what he could make of them.

At the end of the session of the Geological Society he
started from Bryanston Square with his "wife and maid,
two good grey nags and a little carriage, saddles being
strapped behind for occasional equestrian use." Some
preliminary skirmishing took place among the secondary
and tertiary rocks by the way, for he could not resist the
sight of a quarry or pit, being resolved to miss nothing on
the road. The route lay by Oxford, where his old Mend
and preceptor Buckland received him, and led him over
some of the ground where he had formerly received his
earliest lessons in field geology. But it was not merely to
renew old acquaintance that a halt was made at Oxford.
"I took notes from Dr. Buckland," he writes, " of all that
he knew of the slaty rocks, or grauwacke as it was then
called, which succeeded to the Old Eed Sandstone, and the
relations of which I was determined to begin to unravel;
and I recollect that he then told me that he thought I
would find a good illustration of the succession or passage
on the banks of the Wye east of Builth."

This laudable custom of collecting all available infor-
mation, published or unpublished, regarding any piece of
geology, before himself attacking it, has already been fre-ed with or differed from those of the overlying formations.
